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W e describe a rare case of trigeminal neuralgia caused by a fibrous band after epidermoid tumor resection. A 31-year-old woman presented with right-sided facial pain. MRI showed an abnormal enhancement indicating a neoplasm in the right cerebellopontine cistern. Resection was performed, and the tumor was completely removed (Fig. 1  left) . The final diagnosis was epidermoid tumor. Two years after surgery, the patient experienced a gradual return of pain that became refractory to medication. She was referred to our hospital, where MRI revealed notches in the proximal and distal sides of the trigeminal nerve not seen on the immediate postoperative MR image ( Fig. 1  right) . On images obtained intraoperatively, we observed no offending artery that compressed a nerve or distortion of the trigeminal nerve. Instead, we found fibrous bands constricting the trigeminal nerve at proximal and distal sites (Fig. 2 left) . After the fibrous bands were cut, the patient's neuralgia was relieved, and no other sensory deficit occurred (Fig. 2 right) .
In patients presenting with typical trigeminal neuralgia but with an MRI-documented notch seen in the trigeminal nerve, the condition may be caused by an unusual type of trigeminal nerve constriction. 1, 3, 4 To the best of our knowledge, trigeminal neuralgia due to a fibrous band has been reported only once in the literature. 2 In conclusion, a fibrous band thus seems to be an extremely rare cause of trigeminal neuralgia. Therefore, surgery to release the constricted nerve should be considered even if MRI shows no apparent tumor recurrence or offending artery around the trigeminal nerve. Close inspection revealed that the nerve was constricted by two fibrous circumferential bands. right: Illustration of the fibrous bands after they were cut using a microknife. Immediately after cutting, the constricted parts expanded slightly. SCA = superior cerebellar artery. Copyright Yoshifumi Mizobuchi. Published with permission.
